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The Atlantic area
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Association du Grand Littoral Atlantique / Big Atlantic Coast Association

• NGO created in 1988
• Composed by

Oyster

Mussel

Fishermen Shellfish farmers

Regional collectivities

Professional 
organizations of
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Association du Grand Littoral Atlantique / Big Atlantic Coast Association

A « Think tank » & a network for 
fishing and shelfish farms activities

• Conferences, technical meetings

To create and manage projects & 
studies

• Functions
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Activities of diversification
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Why diversification ? 

• Causes
FISHERIES RESSOURCES INSTABILITY

Climate change Water pollution Illness of (shell)fish

PRICES EVOLUTION
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What is diversification ? 

• An extension of the activity of production
• Various ways

For more : FARNET Guide #5
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https://wayback.archive-it.org/12090/20191113180353/https:/webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/cms/farnet/farnet-guide-5-diversification-fisheries-areas


What is diversification ? 

Tourism
• In order to promote theirs skills and products
• To tourists, local clients, and local shoppers

PESCATOURISM VISITS OF 
EXPLOITATIONS

TASTING
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Côte basque/Sud 

Landes

5,5% - 9 pros

Bassin d’Arcachon –

Val de l’Eyre

64% - 108 pros

Pays Marennes-

Oléron

4.5% - 7 pros

Pays de la Loire

6% - 10 pros

Bretagne

20% - 34 pros

• En 2017 
o169 workers
o> 80% shellfish farmers

• Mostly in the South : Bassin d’Arcachon – Val d’Eyre
• 54% of sea workers in France who practice 

pescatourism were in Bassin d’Arcachon

PESCATOURISM VISITS OF 
EXPLOITATIONS

TASTING
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The pescatourism
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Challenges 
 To be authorized & recognized as 

an activity of diversification

 Implementation of laws

 To be a sustainable activity of 

diversificationIn Atlantic area 
in France

MULTI-FRAME webinar: How is ocean multi-use understood and defined worldwide? 4 
December 2020



Pescatourism : various development in Europe

Implementation
National and/or 

regional laws
Various

definition

France

Açores

Spain

Italy

To be onboard
during fishing

activiy : 
forbidden

Potential
recognized but 

no specific law > 
no activity

Germany

Belgium

Poland

Ireland

Denmark
Netherlands

Experimental
project

Cyprus

Finland

Estonia

Bulgaria

Romania
Lithuania

Latvia

UK
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History of pescatourism in France & AGLIA projects

Before 2005

• TRADITIONAL AND INFORMAL
PRACTICE

• No specific legislation

2006

• BAN OF THE PESCATOURISM

• Death of Michelin

2007 - 2011

• Analysis of the legal
framework (and perspectives) 
for touristic activitys

• LOCAL TRIALS IN FRANCE

2011

• PESCATOURISM = RECOGNIZED

• National laws : Div 230, 226 et 
227 +Instruction 139 DIRM SA

2006/2007 –EQUAL/DEFIS
2009/2011 –PRESPO
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https://www.aglia.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/26-26-cadre_reglementaire_et_juridique.rapport_final.pdf
https://www.aglia.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/36-d230__12-01-2016.pdf
https://www.aglia.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/38-div226__12-01-2016.pdf
https://www.aglia.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/37-div227__12-01-2016.pdf
https://www.aglia.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/26-26-cadre_reglementaire_et_juridique.rapport_final.pdf
https://www.aglia.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/26-26-cadre_reglementaire_et_juridique.rapport_final.pdf


PESCATOURISM

French legislative definition
• To take passengers on board a professional boat (fishing or 

shellfish farm activity)
• To discover the job and the environment
• During the daily activity of the professional, at usual

workplaces. 

X They don’t have the right to touch fishing gear or products

The definition is different in Italy > Ittiturismo

Pescatourism, always linked to maritime activities in France 
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Challenges 
• To be authorized & recognized as an 

activity of diversification

• Implementation of laws

• To be a sustainable activity of 

diversificationIn Atlantic area 
in France
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How to be able to do pescatourism ? 

At first : To have an authorization to have 
passengers onboard
• To have a boat answering to safety standards
• Local conditions

Each time : to let the coastguard know who are 
the passengers
• To send embarkation form to them

The interpretation of laws depends on Vessel Safety Centre
 Penal responsibility of inspectors is engaged
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History of pescatourism in France & AGLIA projects

Before 2005

•TRADITIONAL AND INFORMAL
PRACTICE

•No specific legislation

2006

•BAN OF THE PESCATOURISM

•Death of Michelin

2007 - 2011

•Analysis of the legal framework (and 
perspectives) for touristic activitys

•LOCAL TRIALS IN FRANCE

2011

•PESCATOURISM = RECOGNIZED

•National laws : Div 230, 226 et 227
+Instruction 139 DIRM SA

2011 – now

•VARIOUS DEVELOPMENTS AT LOCAL 
SCALE

•Challenges

• Interpretation of laws ? 

•Package with other activities linked
with tourism (//ittiturismo) ? 

2012/2013 – PESCATLANTIQUE

2014/2015 – PESCATLANTIQUE 2
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https://www.aglia.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/26-26-cadre_reglementaire_et_juridique.rapport_final.pdf
https://www.aglia.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/36-d230__12-01-2016.pdf
https://www.aglia.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/38-div226__12-01-2016.pdf
https://www.aglia.fr/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/37-div227__12-01-2016.pdf


Challenges 
 To be authorized & recognized as 

an activity of diversification

 Implementation of laws

 To be a sustainable activity of 

diversification

 Example of success : Arcachon

In Atlantic area 
in France
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Bassin d’Arcachon : History

• Local trial in 2010 

• Ecotourism : 
o a collective approach

oon a territory with a lot of amenities

o to value cultural and environmental patrimony

owith an offer about maritime activities to tourists
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Bassin d’Arcachon : Why the success ? 

• Territorial strategy
o Price : 45€ + for discount for kids (-50%) & family

o Kids with parents > 8 years old

o Shellfish farmers : tasting included

o Booking by calling the pro.

1 charter to sign Promotion (Posters, brochures, annual kickoff)

Fishermen or shellfish
farmers

Organizations of maritime activitiesEuropean fund
Territorial 

communities
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Bassin d’Arcachon : Datas
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Bassin d’Arcachon : Datas

In 2018 : 
• Most were shellfish farmers (19 sea workers)
• + 6 pros out of « On Board ! »
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Bassin d’Arcachon : Datas

• Drop in visitors is explained
o 8 pros haven’t done pescatourism. 
o They work on other activities (fishing, tasting…) or they

lacked of time (to clean shellfish farms, …)
o Many requests were unmet.

For more : 
Conclusions for 

2018, DLAL 
FEAMP BARVAL
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http://www.dlalfeamp-paysbarval.fr/142-bilan-pesca-2018bis


Motives of fishermen and shellfish farmers

Pescatourism, a way :

Positive effects
increased if they
practice direct 

selling

PESCATOURISM DIRECT SELLING

To value their job & unknow
products

• More visibility

• Price of their products is
justified (painfulness of work)

To have human contact

• Alone on a daily basis

• +++ to retain or to find new 
clients

To have a small suply of 
income

• Not the 1st motive with
pescatourism
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Conclusion

Basic conditions 
to develop
pescatourism

MULTI-FRAME webinar: How is ocean multi-use understood and defined worldwide? 4 
December 2020

Territories with amenities
to value

• Environmental & cultural 
patrimony

• Strong maritime identity or 
potential

Collective strategy

• Local collectivities

• Fundings

• Organizations of sea workers

Safety conditions 

• Boat answering to safety
standards

• Sea conditions (ex. easier inside
a bay, near to the coast and 
usually quiet conditions)



Conclusion

Socio economics
effects

Community of sea workers 
are reinvigorated

• Integrated in territorial life 

• A way to make these professions 
more attractive

The profit from tourism is 
linked with characteristics
of the territory

• Anchoring of this economy 
reinforced

Combined with other 
touristic activities of 

diversification, it can help 
maritime activities in 

France
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Ex. Arcachon Val de l’Eyre : 

• Evènement « kick off » ou le point of view from pros

• Reportage

• Reportage shellfish farmers

• Seasonal statement

• Clip v longue v courte

https://youtu.be/oKzTBavPB9s
https://youtu.be/oKzTBavPB9s
https://youtu.be/tZYk1y7htyE?list=PLMYS_mEFDz4d14Dc5EXWFMiXuqZknQAaF
https://youtu.be/yIcK3eq79T4
https://youtu.be/oKzTBavPB9s
https://youtu.be/PzWHcMQCXY0
https://youtu.be/bDmZ15QEi7k
https://youtu.be/oKzTBavPB9s
https://youtu.be/oKzTBavPB9s


QUESTIONS :
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